98.   MISERY IN HAPPINESS
One who has a conscience and thinks cannot easily get bodily
happiness. He is oppressed by the misery of others and pines
away. He cannot bear to see the suffering round him. Such a
pitiable condition is Mahadev Desai's, for, he tries to judge the
Tightness of every action of his. He was happy as long as he
was suffering physically, since he had been all too eager to go to
jail in order that he might suffer. But now that he is happy in
jail and the jailor is favourably inclined, he suffers inwardly. Others
are more or less in the same plight as Mahadev Desai. The dis-
cussion which has started in the Agra Central Jail,1 where all the
non-co-operators have been brought together, could not have
taken place when these same prisoners were themselves suffering
and were even sometimes flogged. At that time, they had a glim-
pse of the sun of swaraj peeping from behind the mountain of
suffering and they used to forget their pain in the warmth of its
rays. But now, when they have swaraj in jail, enjoy some free-
dom, these freebooters in the army of swaraj are fighting among
themselves just as robbers fight for a share of the booty. The
description of the fight had better be read in Mahadev Desai's
own words. I have not reproduced every word of the letter, as I
did in the case of the previous letter, but have omitted certain
sentences and given only the relevant part. It was written on
the 15th.2
There is a lot for us to learn from this letter. Mahadev Desai's
letter clearly shows that after we have secured power, we shall
not be able to maintain the propriety and the restraint which we
have been showing during the struggle.
Let us recognize that there is a great difference between power
and swaraj. At present, most of us are fighting merely for power
and authority. In this scramble, I see obstacles and impediments
in our path. I see violence coming out of it. In the struggle for
swaraj, there can be only healthy rivalry. Swaraj means self-rule,
rule over oneself. In this struggle, he wins who bends and bears.
It requires great self-restraint. In a scramble for power, everyone
waflts to be the first, so everyone fights against everyone else*
1 Whether they should agitate against distinctions of class among political
prisoners arrested in connection with the non-co-operation movement.
2 The letter is not translated here.